
News from the Biddenham Village Hall  
 

Here is an update from our Annual General Meeting that was held in November. As in previous 
years, I’m pleased to be able to report that the Village Hall continues to be well utilised, well 
maintained and is on a sound financial footing.  As a reminder, the Village Hall is run by unpaid 
volunteers who either take on specific jobs, for example the Booking Officer, or represent a group of 
regular users, like the Gardening Association. This year we had a couple of changes to the 
Committee, Liz Hurford has taken on a second role of representing the Gardeners Association after 
George Metcalf stood down at the beginning of the year. We’d like to thank George for his 
contributions and commitment during his twelve years as a committee member. Brian Johnson 
joined us in March as the representative for St. James’ School. Over the year, we held six meetings 
when an average of 10 members attended. Our aim is to maintain the Village Hall to be a first-rate 
place for the use of Biddenham residents and the surrounding community. In addition to individuals 
doing their regular jobs to support the continuous smooth running of the Village Hall, we all carry out 
regular inspections and take part in an annual maintenance morning, when the volunteers blitz 
some of the routine maintenance jobs.  
 
The Village Hall users are our customers and much of the week is taken up with regular, long-
standing bookings. If you are interested in booking please check availability on the Village Hall 
website. Last year we had slightly fewer bookings and this resulted in a reduced income, down 7%  
on the previous year. At this level we were a few hundred pounds from break even and we continue 
to keep sufficient funds in reserve to cover our planned works with a contingency for unforeseen 
events. 
 
Every year we make repairs and improvements and in 2019 we acted on some of the 
recommendations from the recent environmental review including new sensor taps, replacing 
misted windows, a new solar powered porch light. Other improvements included fireproofing the 
storeroom and resurfacing the hall floor. As usual, there were a range of other smaller repairs and 
replacements necessary to keep the hall and its equipment in good working order. 
 
Health and Safety is always on our agenda and for the first time in a long time an accident was 
reported when one of our hirers caught their arm on a handle and it was decided no further action 
was appropriate. The programme of regular monthly inspections continued and all the necessary 
repairs were completed. 
 
The Village Hall is in great condition and whilst we have no major works planned for the next 12 
months, we will of course continue with the regular maintenance regime to keep everything in top 
condition. 
 
Thanks to the hard work of the organisers the annual quiz was a success and a good night for all 
involved. As was the case in previous years, it was decided that any proceeds from the night would 
be donated to charity. Two charities shared £1,091, The Daycare Hospice and VHL cancer charity. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Village Hall users, Committee members 
and the people of the village for their support during the past twelve months.  
 
 
 
Philip Inness 
Chairman, Biddenham Village Hall Management Committee 


